
Kavanaugh confirmed to Supreme
Court by divided Senate

Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh during his confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Capitol Hill

on September 4, 2018, in Washington, D.C. Photo by: Salwan Georges/The Washington Post via Getty Images 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A bitter and divided U.S. Senate voted to confirm Brett Kavanaugh on

Saturday to join the U.S. Supreme Court. This is a big election-season victory for President

Donald Trump and will shift the court to a conservative majority for years to come.

Kavanaugh's confirmation comes after a battle that rubbed raw the country's cultural, gender and

political divides.
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Senators Vote With Their Party

Senators voted mostly along their party line with the final vote tallying 50-48 because two of the

100 senators did not vote. The vote capped a fight that seized the national conversation after

claims emerged that Kavanaugh had sexually assaulted women 30 years ago. He has completely

denied the claims.

Those allegations changed the usual debate around Supreme Court nominees, which focuses on

judges' stances on major issues. Instead, the focus was on the angrier, more complex jumble of

questions about victims' rights, the presumption of innocence and personal attacks on nominees.

The presumption of innocence is the idea that someone who is accused of a crime is innocent

until proven guilty.

The confirmation process was bitter to the end. The battle featured a final roll call that was

interrupted several times by protesters in the Senate Gallery before Capitol Police removed them.

The vote gave Trump a second justice he got to appoint to the court. Trump is a Republican and

both of his picks for Supreme Court were also Republican. This means they are more likely to

vote in favor of his policies. They are also more likely to vote on issues the way conservative

voters across the country would.

Most Democrats, on the other hand, are very unhappy with Kavanaugh's confirmation. They are

hoping that voters who are angry with the confirmation will come out in support of Democratic

lawmakers who didn't support the confirmation in November's election. The elections in

one month will determine which political party has control of the House and Senate.

Before the vote, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky said a vote for

Kavanaugh was "a vote to end this brief, dark chapter in the Senate's history." He also said a vote

for Kavanaugh would "turn the page toward a brighter tomorrow."

Democratic leader Chuck Schumer of New York said voters upset with the confirmation should

look to the November election. "Change must come from where change in America always

begins: the ballot box."

Some Senators Did Not Decide Until Friday

Republicans only hold a 51-49 Senate majority. They could not afford for any Republican

senators to vote against Kavanaugh. They needed every vote to confirm him.

It was the closest roll call to confirm a justice since 1881. That is when Stanley Matthews was

approved by 24-23, according to Senate records.
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Within minutes of the confirmation, dozens of political and advocacy groups blasted out emailed

reactions. Some were in favor of the confirmation. Others were against it.

The outcome of the Senate vote was a not a shock for many. Many senators had already said

how they would vote before Saturday. The last few senators who were not sure before gave their

opinions on Friday.

This was a big difference from before Saturday. It seemed like almost every day something new

and shocking was coming out in the news about Kavanaugh. It all started when Christine Blasey

Ford came out last month and said Kavanaugh had tried to sexually attack her while drunk at a

high school party in 1982.

Since then, the country watched as one electric moment after another came out. This included

two other women coming out with accusations against Kavanaugh. It also included an

unforgettable Senate Judiciary Committee hearing at which a calm Ford and a furious Kavanaugh

told their completely opposed stories.

It also included a brief FBI investigation. The agency was given five days to get as much

information as it could. The FBI said they could not find evidence to prove the allegations against

Kavanaugh. The Democrats said the investigation was a joke.

Democrats Concerned About Kavanaugh

While all this was happening, protesters, mostly opposed to Kavanaugh's nomination, descended

on Capitol Hill. They bounced around the grounds and hallways of the Capitol chanting slogans.

They interrupted lawmakers' debate and confronted senators. Some were also arrested.

Trump weighed in Saturday morning on behalf of the man he nominated in July. "Big day for

America!" he tweeted.

Democrats said Kavanaugh would push the court too far. This could include possible sympathetic

rulings for Trump. A special counsel is investigating connections between Russia and Trump's

2016 presidential campaign. It is looking to see if the campaign worked with Russia to impact the

U.S. elections. They worry that Kavanaugh will not be able to be fair-minded if the president is

accused of something.

Democrats also worry that Kavanaugh's record and angry testimony at the now-famous Senate

Judiciary Committee hearing showed he lacked the fairness, temperament and even honesty to

become a justice.
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Ford's Accusations "Could Not Be Supported"

However, the fight was defined by the sexual assault accusations. And it was fought against the

backdrop of the #MeToo movement. It was also fought against Trump's unyielding support of his

nominee and occasional mocking of Kavanaugh's accusers. 

Last year, many women came out as victims of sexual assault and harassment. The sharing of

these stories, both online and in person, created a movement that emerged from the social media

hashtag, #MeToo.

On Friday, in the moment that made clear Kavanaugh would prevail, Senator Susan Collins

delivered a speech saying that Ford's Judiciary Committee telling of the alleged 1982 assault was

"sincere, painful and compelling." However, she also said the FBI had found no supporting

evidence from witnesses whose names Ford had provided.

"We must always remember that it is when passions are most inflamed that fairness is most in

jeopardy," said Collins. She is perhaps the chamber's most moderate Republican.

An initial vote held on Friday handed Republicans their crucial initial victory. Senators voted

51-49 to limit the debate. This defeated Democratic efforts to delay the nomination.

When Trump nominated Kavanaugh in July, Democrats quickly opposed him. They said that past

statements and opinions showed he'd be a threat to the Roe v. Wade case, the 1973 Supreme

Court case that allows women to have an abortion.

Yet Kavanaugh's path to confirmation seemed clear until Ford and two other women emerged

with sexual misconduct allegations from the 1980s.

Kavanaugh would replace retired Justice Anthony Kennedy.
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